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Introduction

Why know your traffic signs?

Traffic sgrs play a vital raks in dirscting, infaming and cantroling
rioad Lsers’ bebeniour in an efort to meke the roads as safs as
passible for evernyone. This makes a knowlados of traffic signs
assantial, Mot just for naw drivars or riders naeding to pass their
thecry test, but for all roac wsers, including expaiencad
profassional drivers.

Keeping up to date

Wha e i timnas of chanpa. Society, technology and tha ecanomy
play their part i changirg the way we traval, Mew road sions
Cormeying nesw messansas and in rew fommats am infroduced fram
timea to firme, o drivers ar iders wiho passad their driving test a few
yesars o mssd 1o keep up to date or run e sk of faling o
understand ar comply with recently introduces] sigre.

A ferey enamiples of everts that called for mew sions includa:

= Britain's first motarwey

= Pelican crossings

= Haintroduction of trames

* Achvanced stop lines

= Vehicka-activated signs

= Activa Traffic Managament.

introduction

Hawing axpedance i all wany waell, but it"s rot enouwgh i your
knicedecios is out of date.

Responsibility for traffic signs
Rasponsibility for the road netework: in the UK is split among:
= fha Highways Agendcy in BEngland

= fha Walsh Assambily Gosarmrment in Walkes

= fha Scottish Executive in Scotland

= g local or ragicnal highway autharitias,

The central administrations abowa are responsibhe for the LUK's
stratecic road rabwork. Stratedgic roads ans tha highways that lirk
cities, armas of populatian, ports and amparts, Most motorsays and
S0Ime AT roads are stratedic roads.

Lacal or ragional Fighway autharitias are responsible for iacal
rosds, and this includas afesw matoraays, all other *47 roads and
all etiar pubilic roads. Whils responsibility for placing, erscting and
rmairtaining traffic sigrs s spit among thasa bodias, s important
that signs are consistant both in appaaranca and in the weany they
are usad.

Taensura that the UK has aunitorm traffic signing systam, sigrs
st corform to the desigrs prescribed in tha Traffic Signs
Ragulations and Geraral Directions (although somea signs may
hetvies Bgen specialy authoised by the Secmatary of State).

The Traffic Signs Manual, pubishad by TS0, provides detailed
fuidance for those regpansible for dasigning and installing
traffic sions.

Far mare infommation about traffic signs guidance, see
www.dft.govoukdpgriroadsitss
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A brief history of traffic signs

It was probably the Bomans who first used "traffic signs” in Britain.
Thay marked off road distances at one thousand pacas (about one
ik} with stonas called "milliaries”.

Most early signposts were eracted

by private individuals at their own
axpensa, Alaw passedin 1648
raguired each parish to place guide
posts at its crossroads, but it was

not until after the General Turrpike
Act 1773 that these "guide posts® or
“fingarposts® became mare common.

During the second half of the
ninateenth century, bicycles becams
maora popular. Steap hills and sharp
bands wera very dangerous for earty
cyclists, and "danger” and “caution”
signs were erected at the tap of
steep hills. Sians showing skull and
crossbones wera aracted at the
most dangerous places. Local authoritias and cycling orgarisations
nstalied an estimated 4000 warning signs.

The year 1896 heralded the era of the
motor car, and some motaoring
associations teok up the businass of
placing signs. Tha Motor Car Act 1803
made local authorities responsible for
placing certain warming and prohibitary
signs. The signs were for crossroads,
steap hils and dangerous bends. "A" and "B" numbering of roads
was introduced in 1821, and these numbars were shoan on
fingerpost-style signs alongside the destination and distance. Town
or village name signs and warning signs for schools, lavel crossings
and double bends wera introduced at the sams time.
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introduction

The main task of signposting our roads during the 1820s and
1930s stil fell on the motoring organisations, butinin 1931a
committee chaired by Sir Henry Maybury was asked to
recommeand improvements to the signing then in use, and by 1933
further new signs began to appesr, ncluding "No entry” and "Keap
left” signs, waming signs for narrow roads and bridges, low
bridges, roundabouts and hospitals. Other signs followed during
the 1830s, inchuding "Halt at major road ahead™. Thase formead the
basis of our traffic signing until the early 1960s.

It was not until after 1918 that
white linas bagan to appeear on
British roads, and during the
19205 their use spread rapidly.
In 1926 the first Ministry of
Transport crcular on the subject
laid down general principles on
the use of white ines. In the
1930s, white lines were usad as
"stop" linas at road junctions controliad by either palica or traffic
lights. Reflecting road studs (often referred to as "cat's eyes”) first
cama into usa in 1934, By 1844, white lines wers also being used
to indicate traffic lanas and define the boundary of the main
cariageway at entrances to side roads and lay-bys, and in
conjunction with "halt” signs. In 1859, reguiations cama into affect
to control overtaking by the usa of double white lines.




It wiss raalzed that the old systam of
signirg would not be adacuate for
motarways, and tha Anderson
Caommittas was 2et up in 195810
consider new desions. It recommenidad
s largar sigrs, with blua
backgrounds. Than, in 1861, tha
Wiorbioys Committae bedgan to redow
the complate system of traffic signing. it
concluded that tha UK shauld adopt
the main principles of the Euapaan

A

systam, with the massage exprassad as a symibiol within a rad
triangla {for warring signs) or a red cinche (for probibitions). Wark:
bagan on the canwarsion of British signs in 1865, and this is stil the
besie systam inwss today.

Later devalapmants
Nciuda the wse of yallow
b markings at bisy
raad junctions, special
signs and road markings
at padestian crossings,
rmini roundaouts and
bus lanas. Ragulation:s
publishedin 1984
nclucad rew reguiatory and warning igns and simplified the yalow
e systam of waiting restrictions that was originally infroducad in
e 19505, Further Begulations wens publishad in 2002,

Mora use is baing mada of
new tachrolody o provica
bettar information to drivers
on hazards, delays and
divarsions. Thie fufurs will
undoubtadly Soe Mo
denvedapmants infraffic
signing to keap paca with tha
changing trafic demands on
our roads.

the signing system

The signing system

Thare ara three basic typas of fraffic sign: signs that give orders,
signes that warn and signs that give information. Each typa has a
diffarant shape. A futher guide to the function of a sign is its
cofaur, Al triargular sigrs ans red.

O A

Triangles Rectangles
ghee Ordars WE infiermn

Blue crokas genacally gue & mandatony nstructon,
such as “tum left”, or indicats a route zvalats only 1o
partcuar dasses of trafle, e.g. buses and cycles anly

Red ringa or crokes tall you wihat you must not do,
a.0. you must not excesd 30 mph, no vahicias
ovar the Reight shown may procesad

f-“‘ |
&, A

Blue raciangles ans Graen reciangles White recltangias are
uaed for inlormation ane used for usad ior drection
akore excegl on direcion signs on SHINS 0N NOnN-primary
MOLonAEyS Whans primary routes routas, of for platas
o |2 used far ugad in comonation
dracton SINE wilh WEMTING and

reguistory slgna

There are & faw excaptions 10 the
shape and colour ruag, to ghe carlain
SONE graatar prominence. Examples
are thia “STOP" and *GIVE WAY™ signa

Tha words "must” or "muest not”, whan wsed in the dascriptions
that falow, refar B0 legal requirsments that have o ba obeyed.
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Warning signs

odhar than those for low bridoes, railweay and trameay kewel
crossings, bus and pedal cycle faclities, traffic calming and
raad wiorks)

VVAA

ETGP GI'H'E 'i'l'h'l" Trafic: gignals Part ﬁm!
mu r-d: 50 yds ahead ﬂl nals
Distance to Cistance o Traffic: signely
STOR ling GIVE WAY Ine that operzte

only at cartain
limes
Crogsscads T-junction Sl rosd Staggered
jurction

The pricrity through the junction is indicated by the broader ling

V/\Ns .- NV/a

Traflic marges Tratlic mergas Roundabout Band to right
from the ledt ot A ait if symbaol
CEITIACEWEY rerversad)
Adverse
camber
Cisble bend Junction on a bend Flake used with
first 1o the laft (aymbola may be revarsed) “rouncshout®
(gt i b or "pend” signs
reEversac)
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warning signs

|
Sharp desdation of
routa o the ki ibght
I chenrons revaraed)
(attermatve designa)
Adverse
camber
—
Rzl of loiries
crEriuming on
pend 1o the ket
{rght if symbal
reversed) Bloch pavng Incorporaied

imo a roundabsout o indcate
Ei'IF.!T.I deveataon of route

Flata usad

with waming

aigns whare a

raduction in Fioad narows Fiad narmows
apesd i on both sdes on right (et i
MECREaany symibal revarsed)

Platas used with "road narrows" signs

Oncoming Single file & track
vehicles traffic ad

in middle
of read Single ik Fined wida angugh
traflic in asch for only cna bna of
cirection vahickes
End of dusl Two-way fraflic Tvo-way trafle on
CAMEOENEY roule crosaing ahesd

usad on the of-side edge snd ambar ones on the

Mear-side edge of camageway or chalruclion naar
. that edge (alemative shapes). White markers &re
off-slde adge of a dual camagewsy

I



A A A

Wiordad waming. Iry brakas afler Steep ni Steap hil
“Ford” may be crossing & ford downwands LpAAErds:
waried 1o "Food”, or bafore [10% ia (2% =
“Gate”, "Gates” descending & vt acuhalent
or “No smaking* slasp il to 110 o 1:5)
Low gear Low gear Keep In
for 1% miles now low gear
Flates usad with "steep hil* sgne

ahead

/-

Slgn used with
“gbeap hil” or “try

. ol Cpsaning or
your brakes” signs swing bridge

E Water courae
dongaids road

Encl of bridge parapet,
abutrnent wall, Turnal
rmouth e,

7 3

Chuayside or
rives Dank

Soft verges
far 2 miles

Salt vanges for
digtance shown

I NWANWANN

Tunne Hump bridge Unaven road Sippery road
250 yds For
|4nny:u| i 2 miles
Dustanca to Chztzncs and Distance over
hazard direchon o wihazh hezard
Sida winda hazard aafends

12

Traf: CSuas
ikaly shaad

RE
STATICN

n
jut
Q
o

when
lights show

B
iB

Zelora Crossing

i

Cilcdars Moy

warning signs

>

A

Laowiv-Mying Rk of taling
relicoptars of or falkan rocks
audden

relooptar Nose

D
B>
>

Srdd-ITcerg Slow lormies Ice

rriltany venicag for 2 miles

byt ke i1 oF Faske of ko

crossing the Sloma-micsang k" may

road vahiclas for be varked to
digtanca shown *Crualife

Waming of aignals
{zea page 120,
“FIRE™ may

b vared 10
“AMBLULANCE”

Mo footway
for 400 yds

Pedasiians in roed
for detance ghown

A

E

Cither danger. The
pdate indicatas the
nabure of the hazard

Fral padestians Disabled
ikaaly b0 Croes -1

Diaanled
pedestrians,
"Lhsaniad”
may ba
waried i
"Blind”



A e

Disabled
I Schoal I | Patrol I children
Lighita wesrmiing of
Chrildran going to Alternative plates usad childnan Ikely 1o D
oF from schioo with "achaol® san crosang the road

0 B way 10 oF
frivm school (usad
with *school sign)

>
P>

Pedestrians Horse-clrawn Acmompanied
crossing vehicles bty 1o horses of pones
200 yards D i thie s blosty 1o b in o

crosang the road
Fadesirians ikaly to ba

croasing & high-spaed

road where thare = no

fonmial crosging poin

>
>

Wild horsas Wlld anmals Wil ot Mgratory
OF ponied o CorQeEsng

S
AMIMAL DISEASE
RABIES

INFECTED AREA
AHEAD

B>
B>

Shesp Farm traffic Area irifected by
anmal disagss

Agyiculhurs

vahiias

Horse drawn
wvehlicles

and animals

-

Catlle g with
incheation of bypass
for hacrssa-cirgst
vehiles and eanimas

When lights
show

200 yds

Supervised catlle
croesng ahead

—
L

warning signs

Cattia

Superdszad
catta crosaing



Regulatory signs

{other thar those for low bridges, raitway and tramway level
croesings, bus and padal eyele faciities and road works)

Mot regulatory signs are circular. 4 RED RING or RED CIRCLE
indicates a prohibition. A BLUE CIRCLE ganerally gives a positive
{mandatory) instruction or indicatas a route for use onby by
particular classas of vehicle (sea sactions on tram signs and bus
and cycle signs).

Ty nctalbie exceptions are:

The "STOP" sign and
rodad markings: you must
stop bafare crossing tha
transverse line an tha
road and ansure the way
i claar bafore entaring
the major road,

Thiz "GIVE WAY™ sign and
road markings: you must
dive way to fraffic an tha
rmajor road (e upright
sign ar bath thea sign and
the triangle on the mad
might not be used at
junctions whars thers is
relativaly litths trasfic),
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requlatory signs

—BONOXO

No anry for Na vehlkles Play Strest
vehicular traffic 10 & =4 g 8 am to sunset
including pecal o venicias except Tor except for
cycles (usudly et pad i e
indicates the w':"m“w“ o Aemative platas usad with the
endala hard “no vehicles” sgn, indcating
‘:"'9"""":-".“:‘“':' times whan vahckes &e
wihere all rafhc abecl, axnept for BoCess
i avaling in the proh
ather diraction)
o Pnabor iy rrbor My toassed
vahulas vatuckas rmlnrﬂ,'dae Caravans
axcepd soio
mmaotorcycles
Mo iy adicdan o Mo horse-crawn My
pedeslrizns ancompanad vahicias anliculated
horaes vanicias
- -
Mo goods End of goods Mo vehicles o Mo
vahicies over vahicias comtinations sxplasives
rrezsdrmm restiction ol vahcles
gross waight BT ITIERITRAT) Nuwrr;ﬁm
shown in length shown CEITY
fornas ExploEvas

17



requlatory signs

WEAK — @ @ O
pE-6Y BRIDGE @ —
raLlce Mo motor vehicles,
cycles. anjmals.

hio vahicias M vehiices Vahiclas must Vehicles must ““:::r:"::‘: .

oher MEdmaum CvEr MEXMUM ol oo beyond nat go byvond L

witdth showm wicn shown. the sign wihars the sign whera )

twictths shcwn wictth shown displayed bya  displeved by a &“ghﬂlﬁtfni;ﬁfﬁ:::i
in rretnc and in imperial Enzept empty sehool crossing polica offcer o i

irrperial unis) urits) il At traffic warden cmamantal conciian

D

ho wahicles over the maximum
groas weight shown in Tonmnes.
Tre bt plata 15 used whers
amply veicles ar exermpt

Plates used to indicale exemplions from prohibition signs Froceed in Turm left shasd Vishzlas may Keap aft
diraction {rght if aymibal pass efther side  irignt if

Except for noicaked oy B reversad) o reach the symnbal
m Loading by the amow gama desination  reversad]

Excapt for aomass 1o

pramizas of land adacan

o the soad, whars there s Excepd for loading r \
no ciher route. Other and unloading by Dual ) )
EEmplions may e shown Qoodls vahicles carrjageway I One way I k.
Hiates aupplermanting Tum™ signs Min-oUnCdaou Oine-wiay
[ghve way 10 Traflic traflc
from the
immeadiate nght)
Whare a road or brdge ks vary
namow, prionty must be ghen 1o
traflic from the other direction Entry to Weight Umit Weight Limit
(i8] Give way to (thiee wall usually be A “ogive wey® High Strest 2 miles at Beckwood
crvartaking oncoming line Indazating whens 10 wad) restricted (Ba03a3)
vehicles L mile
ahead
Mature of and
Where changes of direclion are prohibited, a red bar across the distanca toa
aign is used in additon to the red circle orohibition, Wiaight rastiction Far Oxbourne
f use B3049
restrichon o ahead (may show & d A3011
regLiramant chilerant rastiction) s
Excapt Location of wesght
Buses and rastinzlion ansad
cycles with indication of
an altammatse rots
Mo Mo [ Examption imey show a
Li-tumn right fumn afl tumn plate differant restnction)
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speed limit signs

1 H Posint o & rosd with streat Ighiting ware &n
Speed limit signs TETRCRIT]| Do on.s oed win st g where

ST,E E:%él:"l_:”— subsaquently besn axendad (lamporary signj.

This eign aarts drivers that & presdous higher bmd
hes baen replesed by a 30mph lml by e
removE of speed mit sons

Hemambar that in areas of streat lighting othar than on
miotonsays) a 30mph limit applias enless another limit is
specifically signed.

o o
A langer sign indcates the llh |.|.F
start of & spead limit. Smaler O 9]
repeater sgns act 53
ramincders. Fepsater dgns for Speed Average
a 30mph lmd ars used anly cameras speed

The Fresdmum Tha national o roads with no abreet check

spead, inmies per apesad it for lighting. Repectter aigna for End of road works and Aras whena

hiour, &8 which thetypecfropd  Ihe national speed imit are any IBMPOrEry Sneed apeed camarss Lenath of road

trafilc may travel, and class of ;m"i"'ft“ "}';355{";1"' imit through these works @ in use P ——

It I aafe to do so traffic applies ot F:'_ g otner han imay b supplamanitad are usad 1o massuna

Matonways] oy & sgn indicating tha the sversne spaed

parmanant gpeac limi of & verida batwesn
bewond the rosd works) twe paints

ZONE Reminder that

enforcerment i | '
CAMENEs & In |

& 2o
Bamsworth ENDS use {may be
aupplementad by

Ficad marking usad In Enfrance to & 2ons End of 20mgh aapesdd imit sign) Spead camars Snead camena
canjunclion with upright whera a 20 mph zona and start nesrby onafitroad  nearby onan unil
sgna o indicate the spead limit = of 3 mph with a 30mgph road subject to tha
apead lmil anlorcad by trafic spead limit spead limit e national spsed lmd

CEITING MEasUas where there arano (Le. wihare there are

ihera sy De no speed limit repester no speed limi

Z2mph repeatar sgnah repeatar slgneh

=0ns within the zons)

wee 30

ELKINGTON

Start of & apesd Imit &t the
Doundary of & town or vllage

=
Start of mobonasy
reguiations, inclding
the national apeed
limit (unless & diferant
spesad limit & slgned)

Maximum spead
adhizad, N miss e
nor, &1 a end ithe
plate may ba usad with
other warning signa)

Miniumum spead
pammitied, in miles
(=) hiowr, uriess it
I8 imprachcabls or
ungaale 1o comply

21
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Low bridge signs

Each yaar there ans
hPurdreds of incidents in
which bridges are struck by
vehiches oo high to pass
undar them. Both rad and
road users have baan killad
in thasa incidants, Look out
for signs in this saction and
make sura that you are
not a bridge basher.

Al bricges with a clearanca of less than 16 feet 6 inches (gbout
5 metres) ars nomally sigrad. Both reguistory roundals and
Wwarming tiangles can be wsed, depending on the typea of bridge.

Bridgas particularty at sk fram strikas
b N may have a varabla massage sign that
OVERHEIGHT is activated by high wahicles passing

VEHICLE thraugh an infra-rad beam, When the
OIVERT sian 15 activated, four amber lamps
> flazh, tha tap pair altemating with tha
[ ] -] battom peir.

Regulatory signs

At non-arch bridgas
mandatory sigrs meay ba
usad; it & urlawiul for an
crearheight wahicls to pass

o vEnicias: Mo vahizkas

ower thaheight  over the height one of these, They ara
ST Ty ahorwn may placed on the bridags and at
pass the sgn pass fhe agn br inin o i
inaight shown Ihaight shown the adu_{.» the rosd in frart
in rmetnc and n mpsarial af the bricgea.

Irmartal uriks) units)

22

low bridge signs

Low bridge Helght limit
2 miles at Beckwood
ahead (B3033)

r"...--_--.-"".
( @ )
)
Acvance waming of Fo
i = use B 3048

& mandatory helghl

rastnichon ahsad; the and ASON
aign may include an
arrow, (I the restriction
= 0N a side road

Loaticn of I'I'Iﬂ‘ﬂﬂh.'.fy
metghit restdction

ahaad, with indcation
af an atemativa routa

Warning signs

A A waming sign ndicatas, in imperdal urits, the
maximum haadroam under a bridgs or otfar
m avarhead abstruction. There may ba an

additional sign showing the height in metric
units, Thess signs may be sited wall in advanose

of a briciga, with tha distanca, sithar in yards or
miikss, shown an a plate; this may have an
arrowy to incicate that the bricdos is on a side
rogd at a junction abssd,
/d—d___ T

Chord markings used indicate the points batwean which different
headroomes awar different parts of an arch bridge are availabla.
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